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Midterm Essays
Essay three
Race is a way of making people; however, it does not have a fixed meaning as it keeps transforming. Race-making can be defined as a process of “othering.” Some perceived distinctions such as culture, sexuality, nationality, among others, are commonly evoked to justify structures of inequality, differential treatment, and subordinate status. Racialization is defined as a social category that is either objective or illusory. Racial inequality is evident in the US as there is an imbalance in the distribution of opportunities, power, and economic resources based on race. In the US, race is a master category and has played a significant role in the formation and historical development of the US. Racial inequality in the 21st century is due to transformations that occurred in the mid-20th century. Black and brown people face racial inequality in the United States as they have a history of being racially discriminated against since the slavery period. Today we still experience cases where people of color are treated differently from white people based on their race. A good example is how police officers in the United States treat most people of color as criminals even when they have not committed any crime, while white people can commit minor crimes and only get a warning. Regularly elites have used race to divide social and political movements of people from disadvantaged groups to protect their class interests. US census has different categories, but race has attracted intense scrutiny, debate, and political controversy. Social and political agendas have influenced race questions in the census. Directive No. 15 had the consequence of reshaping the discourse of race in the US. Such forms of racial inequalities lead to a gap between state definitions and /group forms of self-identification (Omi and Winant, 2014). 
Goffman demonstrates how people use narratological and symbolic mechanism to shape how they perceive other (Goffman, 1978). Racial discrimination in the United States dates back to the slavery period and has been passed to the next generations through cultural practices and beliefs. Racial inequality has been experienced in the united stated especially by black Americans who are commonly discriminated against. There have been rules put in place to curb racial inequality, but because of how white people have defined people of color, most of them assume them. The perception of white supremacy has dramatically dominated the United States, where light-skinned people or white people believe they are superior human races over other races. The persistence of racial inequality in the US has also been as a result of narrowly defining what is considered as racist, leading to its obscurity rather than revealing its pervasiveness (Omi and Winant, 2014). For instance, racism has been narrowly conceived as racial hate, and although racial violence attracts the attention of media houses and condemnation by political elites, conceptual and political reduction of racism to hate both limits the understanding of racism and ways to challenge it. Also, racists are viewed as crimes of passion. From the above narrow interpretation definition of racism misses ideologies, practices, and policies that should be defined in depth to avoid normalization and reproduction of racial inequality and domination. Racism should have a structured definition through an emphasis on racial projects 
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